
APPLYING
YR 12 ATAR BME MARKING KEYS

GOOD ANSWER GUIDES



What the data shows?

• Large difference between school mark and 
ATAR exam mark across DoE schools

RAW EXAM            =                SCHOOL   
    MARK                                      MARK



Breaking it down…..
Aligning with ATAR marker expectations

• SCSA Terminology Glossary = understanding the requirement 
for each type of question from Describe, Explain, Discuss etc..

• Marking key shelves
• Using the same shelves for course assessments



Teaching examination technique to students.
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Teaching examination technique to students.



2019 Question 2 (b)

EXPLAIN = HOW/WHY or CAUSE/EFFECT – answer must link relationship between things

STATE FACT 
Impact 

DESCRIBE = features
(linked to impact)

EXPLAIN = link
WHY/HOW  

CAUSE/EFFECT



STATE FACT 
Impact 

DESCRIBE = features
(linked to impact)

EXPLAIN = link
WHY/HOW  

CAUSE/EFFECT

DESCRIBE = features
(linked to impact)



2019 Question 4 (a)

CONSIDER: reflect on and make a judgement/evaluation

Reflect on content

DESCRIBE = features

MAKE EVALUATION
(-) (+)

Determine 
value/impact





EXTENDED RESPONSE
• Read through case material.



2019 Question 8 (b)

ANALYSE:  its components and draw out implication of

STATE FACT 
Component

DESCRIBE = features
How impacts

ANALYSE – draw out 
impacts





2019 Question 8(c) 

ADVISE = INFORM AND RECOMMEND (Provide reasons in favour)

INFORM

INFORM

RECOMMEND WITH 
REASONS FOR





2019 Question 8 (d)

CONSIDER: reflect on and make a judgement/evaluation

Reflect on content

DESCRIBE = features

MAKE EVALUATION
(-) (+)

Determine 
value/impact
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