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Accounting is the language of business – and 
mastering it means unlocking the power to 
understand, analyse and drive success. As an 
accountant, you’ll be a problem-solver, adviser 
and strategist who makes a real impact. 

With AI, automation and emerging 
technologies changing how we work, skills 
like critical thinking, data analysis and ethical 
decision-making are crucial and in demand. 
Accountants are now working alongside AI 
tools that process data at lightning speed.
You’ll use your brain in creative and strategic 
ways – innovating, exploring and finding 
solutions that matter, often by interpreting 
insights generated by AI and advanced analytics.

And the best part? With accounting 
qualifications, you’ll have limitless career 
possibilities that can take you globally. 

With accountants in demand worldwide, you 
have the chance to advance your career and 
explore opportunities across the globe.

You could specialise in corporate finance, 
auditing or consulting, and work in interesting 
areas like crypto currency, construction, 
sports, film and TV, tech, sustainability and 
financial institutions. Or perhaps you have an 
entrepreneurial flair – you could run your own 
show and watch your business grow.

AI is not replacing accountants – it’s 
reshaping the profession. So, if you’re 
interested in problem-solving, finding out 
how businesses work, or want a career where 
you can make a tangible impact, accounting 
might be a lot more exciting – and rewarding 
– than you think. 

Where a career in 

accounting 
and finance 
can take you  



Ask yourself these questions and you’ll soon realise the skills you might take  
for granted are exactly what you need to excel as an accountant.

The skills you’ll need

Do you enjoy keeping updated and continuously learning new skills?

Accountants and finance professionals often work in environments 
where regulations and financial rules change frequently. 

Adapting  
to change

Are you excited about tech to automate tasks giving you 
opportunities to think strategically?

Use AI-powered software to reconcile bank statements, detect 
anomalies or even predict future cash flow trends – saving you hours 
of manual work and help you make smarter decisions faster.

Using  
technology

Would you report an issue, even if it might lead to consequences 
for your colleague?

You realise funds are being misused by a team member. Ethics matter 
to accountants.

Ethical  
decision- 
making

Are you the type of person who loves digging into numbers to 
find trends that others miss?

�You’re working for a retail company and have access to months of  
sales data. It’s your job to work out which products are selling well  
and which aren’t. 

Data  
analysis

Managing 
time

Do you love to schedule?  

�Can you juggle a budget, a financial report and client advice – all 
with tight deadlines? Accountants love being organised and getting 
everything done on time, making sure nothing slips through the cracks. 

Critical  
thinking

Do you enjoy getting to the bottom of things to find out what’s 
really going on?

When expenses don’t match the forecast, you’d need to use critical 
thinking to work out why.

Attention  
to detail

Do you have an eye for spotting mistakes?

Accountants and finance professionals can spot the smallest 
discrepancies in financial data. 

Telling 
the story

Can you explain complex ideas in a simple way?

Strong communication skills mean everyone understands the key 
information.



There are many different types of accountants, 
each with their own unique role. Read on to 
understand the limitless opportunities a career 
in accounting and finance gives you!

What do 

accountants do? 

Role:	 �Ensure the accuracy of financial 
records.

Tasks:	�Review financial statements and 
maintain compliance. Use AI to 
scan large volumes of data for 
irregularities. 

Who:	� Meticulous professionals with  
an ethical focus.

Example Roles:
• Audit Associate
• Audit Senior Associate
• Financial Auditor
• Audit Manager

Auditor

Role:	� Manage financial records, budgets, 
and compliance for businesses.

Tasks:	�Financial reporting, forecasting 
and risk management.

Who:	� Detail-oriented professionals who 
enjoy problem-solving.

Example Roles:
• Financial Analyst
• Cost Accountant
• Budget Manager

Corporate Accountant

Role:	� Assessing the financial worth of 
companies, assets or projects.

Tasks:	 �Supporting mergers, acquisitions  
and investment decisions.

Who:	 �Professionals with expertise  
in assessing financial value.

Example Roles:
• Financial Valuation Specialist
• Investment Analyst
• Mergers and Acquisitions Analyst

Business Valuation Specialist�

Role:	 �Focus on sustainability and 
environmental impact in financial 
decision-making.

Tasks:	�Track carbon footprints, manage 
environmental costs and ensure 
compliance with environmental 
regulations.

Who:	� Professionals passionate 
about combining finance and 
environmental sustainability.

Example Roles:
• Environmental Finance Manager
• Sustainability Analyst
• Corporate Responsibility Manager

Environmental Accountant



Role:	 �Advise on technology-driven 
financial transformations.

Tasks:	� Implement digital tools and 
optimise financial processes.  
Lead the integration of AI tools 
into financial systems. 

Who:	� Tech-focused professionals 
interested in modern solutions.

Example Roles:
• Business Transformation Consultant
• Digital Strategy Consultant
• Technology Integration Specialist

Role:	� Manage cryptocurrency 
investments for individuals and 
businesses.

Tasks:	�Tracking crypto assets and 
navigating tax regulations.

Who:	� Tech-savvy professionals 
passionate about emerging  
finance trends.

Example Roles:
• Crypto Tax Advisor
• Blockchain Financial Analyst
• Crypto Auditor

Crypto Accountant Digital Accountant

Role:	� Safeguard financial data and 
systems from cyber threats.

Tasks:	�Monitoring systems, identifying 
vulnerabilities and preventing 
attacks.

Who:	� Security-focused professionals  
with a tech background.

Example Roles:
• IT Security Auditor
• Cybersecurity Compliance Specialist
• Security Controls Auditor

Cybersecurity Analyst

Role:	� Interpret complex data to uncover 
trends.

Tasks:	�Support strategic decisions through 
insights and analytics. Use machine 
learning models to uncover patterns 
and forecast trends. 

Who:	� Detail-oriented individuals with  
a knack for numbers.

Example Roles:
• Business Insights Analyst
• Reporting Analyst
• Systems Analyst
• Business Analyst

Data Analyst

Role:	� Being your own boss and turning 
ideas into reality.

Tasks:	�See opportunities, develop 
business plans, build and  
lead teams and a company.

Who:	� Creative and adaptable leaders 
with an appetite for risk.

Example Roles:
• Start-Up Founder
• Small Business Owner
• Social Entrepreneur

Entrepreneur

Role:	� Tracking and disrupting financial 
networks that fund terrorism.

Tasks:	� Investigate transactions and 
support law enforcement.

Who:	� Analytical thinkers committed  
to global security.

Example Roles:
• �Anti-Money Laundering Specialist
• �Financial Intelligence Analyst
• Terrorist Financing Investigator

Counter-Terrorism Financial  
Investigator



Role:	� Prepare financial statements and 
ensure regulatory compliance.

Tasks:	�Creating accurate reports 
for investors, regulators and 
management.

Who:	� Professionals with an eye for  
detail and accuracy.

Example Roles:
• Financial Accountant
• Senior Financial Accountant
• Corporate Accountant
• Company Accountant
• Divisional Accountant 

Financial Accountant

Role:	� Providing financial insights to aid 
strategic business decisions.

Tasks: 	�Budgeting, performance analysis 
and cost control.

Who: 	� Collaborative individuals with  
a strategic mindset.

Example Roles:
• Finance Business Partner
• Financial Planning Analyst
• Cost Accountant
• Budget Manager

Management Accountant

Role:	� Helping entrepreneurs bring their 
ideas to market.

Tasks:	�Manage finances, forecast growth 
and ensure compliance.

Who:	� Innovative professionals with a 
passion for entrepreneurship.

Example Roles:
• Start-Up Financial Advisor
• Venture Capital Accountant
• Business Development Accountant

Start-Up Accountant

Role:	� Prepare and manage tax returns 
and provide financial and tax 
advice to organisations, ensuring 
compliance with regulations.

Tasks:	� Preparing tax returns, advising  
on tax matters, analysing  
financial data.

Who:	� Analytical individuals with 
attention to detail and strong 
communication skills.

Example Roles:
• Tax Advisor
• Tax Planning Accountant
• Tax Consultant

Tax Accountant



Role:	� Provide innovative financial 
solutions through digital tools  
and platforms.

Tasks:	�Analyse financial data, manage 
digital payments, blockchain and 
cryptocurrency transactions.  
Work with AI-driven platforms. 

Who:	� Tech-savvy professionals with 
a strong understanding of 
financial principles and emerging 
technologies.

Example Roles:
• Fintech Financial Analyst
• Digital Transformation Accountant
• Blockchain Accountant

Fintech Accountant

Role:	� �Investigate financial fraud  
and irregularities.

Tasks:	�Tracing funds, preparing reports  
and uncovering fraud.

Who:	� Investigative minds who enjoy 
solving puzzles.

Example Roles:
• Financial Investigation Specialist
• Fraud Examiner
• Financial Crime Analyst

Forensic Accountant

Role:	� Managing public funds and 
ensuring transparency.

Tasks:	��Budgeting for government 
projects and auditing programs.

Who: 	� Those passionate about public  
service and policy.

Example Roles:
• Government Financial Analyst
• Budget Analyst
• Compliance Officer
• Policy Officer

Government Accountant

Role:	� Advising clients on achieving  
financial goals.

Tasks:	�Develop investment strategies  
and retirement plans.

Who:	� Interpersonal professionals  
with client-focused skills.

Financial Planner

Role: 	� Providing services like auditing, 
tax planning and consulting.

Tasks: 	�Supporting diverse clients with 
financial compliance and strategy.

Who: 	� Versatile professionals who thrive 
on variety.

Example Roles:
• External Auditor
• Tax Consultant
• Business Advisory Specialist

Public Practice Accountant

Role:	� Facilitating cross-border 
transactions and global trade.

Tasks:	�Manage foreign investments and 
ensure compliance with global 
agreements.

Who: 	� Globally minded professionals 
who excel in complex 
environments.

Example Roles:
• International Tax Consultant
• Global Compliance Advisor
• Transfer Pricing Specialist

International Accounting 
Specialist



Your pathway to 
the future

Accounting

Want to learn more? Contact CPA Australia or follow us:

Scan to to download   
the brochure.

https://www.cpaaustralia.com.au/for-students?utm_source=brochure&utm_medium=qrcode&utm_campaign=high-school-tertiary_global_all_all_all_prosp_puni_all_awareness_print_always-on
https://www.tiktok.com/@cpaaustralia?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/cpaaustralia
https://www.instagram.com/cpaaustralia/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/cpaaustralia
https://www.linkedin.com/school/cpaaustralia
https://www.youtube.com/@CPAaustralia

